
Do Not Follow Them 
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 

November 13, 2022 
Fr. Tony Davis 

 
We are well aware of the Gospel passages in which Jesus says, 

‘follow me,’ but in today’s Gospel, Jesus gives us the other side of that 
message: "do not follow them!” He says this in reference to all the 
people who will claim to be him or claim to know when the end of the 
world will occur. "See that you not be deceived, for many will come in 
my name, saying, 'I am he,' and 'the time has come.'’ Again, “do not 
follow them!” 

 
In May 2018, a group of Christian elders across various 

denominations composed a declaration called, ‘Reclaiming Jesus.’ They 
wrote it as a response to the growing number of Christians who are 
claiming the message of Jesus for their own self-interests. As a 
corrective, the declaration states, “it is time to be followers of Jesus 
before anything else- nationality, political party, race, ethnicity, gender, 
geography- our identity in Christ precedes every other identity.” The 
declaration goes on to convey that the true message of Jesus is that all 
people are children of God, regardless of these many secondary factors. 
If we want to reclaim Jesus for all people, then we must be cautious of 
those who claim Jesus only for themselves, especially through the use of 
fear and intimidation about the end of the world. 

 
For the remainder of the declaration, the Christian elders list 6 

points of essential Christian belief that should give us a more accurate 
understanding of the message of Jesus Christ. Of particular interest in 
connection with today’s Gospel is point 5, which deals with leadership. 



It states, “we believe that Christ’s way of leadership is servanthood, not 
domination… Therefore, we reject any moves towards autocratic 
political leadership and authoritarian rule.” As this principle suggests, 
we should not follow any leader who uses their power to perpetuate 
their own domination over others or who wants to be the sole 
authority figure to decide for others. While it is very tempting to align 
ourselves with powerful people, they are the very ones Jesus said his 
followers would ‘be led before because of my name,’ and not in a good 
way. 

 
As Christians, we follow leaders who follow the example of Jesus 

in his servanthood. Like him, servant leaders want to redistribute 
power more evenly among the entire community through ‘the healing 
rays of justice,’ to use a phrase from Malachi in our First Reading. They 
do not use secondary factors like nationality, political party, race, 
ethnicity, gender, or geography to dominate or control others. Even if 
they themselves are not Christian, any servant leader working for 
redistributive justice on earth is operating in unison with the teachings 
of Jesus. If they are Christian, then they should be speaking in the name 
of Jesus all the more. 

 
We should not follow leaders who seek domination for their own self-

interests, even if they claim to do so in the name of Jesus and Christianity. 
How do I evaluate leaders and decide which leaders to follow? What 
leaders remind me of Jesus? 

 
As we continue this mass, in order to hear Jesus more clearly say 

to us ‘follow me,’ may we also more clearly hear Jesus say regarding 
those who claim his message for their own self-interests and 
domination, ‘do not follow them.’ 


